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Akzo Nobel planning expansion in Spain 

Akzo Nobel is planning to expand its business activities 
in Spain. The company sold its decorative coatings site 
near Barcelona to fund the construction of a brand 
new, purpose-built facility. A shortlist of possible 
locations has been drawn up. The new facility has to be 
modern, much more efficient than their current 
location and has to offer opportunities to further 
expand their Spanish business. The Spanish decorative 
coatings market is one of the largest in Europe, 
therefore Akzo remains committed to being central in 
this sector. 

 

Spain opens its labour market  

Spain will open its labour market to the new EU 
member States on May the 1st. Poland will be one of 
them. This is good news for the economy of both 
countries and the EU. In Spain there is a demand for 
Spanish speaking qualified doctors, construction 
workers, marketing specialists architects, and teachers. 
Other jobs can be found in gastronomy, agriculture, or 
tourism. Portugal is also opening its labour market and 
other countries are considering opening of certain 
sections of their labour markets, these include France 
and Italy.  
 

Alimentaria 2006 Barcelona 

The International Food and Beverage Exhibition that 
took place from 6 to 10 March in Barcelona marked its 
30th anniversary. ALIMENTARIA, held every two years, 
is one of the three most important food shows in 
Europe. This year 152,000 visitors attended, coming 
from all over the world. The sector-specific exhibitions 
were as follows: Expobebidas–drinks, Intercarn–meat; 
Interlact–dairy; Intervin-wines; Multiproducto-food,  

 
products in general; Mundidulce–sweets; 
Restaurama–foodservice; Interpesca–fresh fish; 
Vegefruit–fresh fruit & vegetables; Expoconser–
canned fish & vegetables; Congelexpo–frozen foods; 
Olivaria–olive oil; and Ecological Food. In addition to 
these 13 exhibitions, the trade fair also included the 
Pavilion of the Regions and an International Pavilion. 
There were visitors from 155 countries and 67% 
were from the EU.  
 

Dutch Buhrmann acquires Spanish Ofiexpress 

Buhrmann, one of the largest wholesalers of office 
material worldwide, will sign an agreement to 
acquire Ofiexpress of Spain. According to Reuters, 
the operation is to take place in the first semester of 
this year. Buhrmann indicated Ofiexpress generated 
€ 13 mln in sales in 2005 and has 90 employees. 
 

Airports construction in Spain 

Over the coming 
years Spain is going 
to expand a number 
of airports through 
the construction of 
extra runways. The 
airports which qualify 
for this project are 
firstly Huelva in the 
state of Andalusia. The provincial board of directors 
of Huelva and the regional Chamber of Commerce 
have developed a project concerning the 
infrastructure for the construction of a private airport 
for low-cost airline companies. The total investment 
for the new airport will be € 100 mln. Secondly, the 
construction of the private airport Don Quijote in 
Ciudad Real (state Castilla–La Mancha). The Spanish 
ministry of environment is expected to approve the 
construction of this private airport which is over 
200 Km from Madrid with a project costs of € 1.1 
bln. Finally, the construction of the airport Castellón-
Costa Azahar (province Castellón) for which an 
investment of € 150 mln is budgeted. 
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4th World Water Forum 

Spain has been chosen by the United Nations as the 
seat of its secretariat of the Decade of Water, that will 
settle in Zaragoza from 2007. This year is the second 
year of the “Decade of water for life! The focus for the 
year is to fulfil the Objectives of Development for the 
Millennium, the plan of implementation of the summit 
of Johannesburg and Agenda 21. The 4th WORLD 
WATER FORUM tries to contribute to the success of the 
development of this world-wide initiative. The Spanish 
Minister of Environment, Cristina Narbona, attended 
this forum, that was celebrated in Mexico, in March, as 
you can read in this newsletter under Mexico as well. 
Important themes for the Spanish delegation were the 
management of water; the principles of the Directive 
Water Frame; water policy in Spain and the 
management of the frontlines river basins. Also, 
account was given of Spain’s experience in situations of 
droughts, the strategy for climate change, experiences 
in desalination and water purification, and the 
European strategy in the field of climate change. One 
of the areas of great (business) potential is the 
financing of projects within the Clean Development 
Mechanisms (Protocol of Kyoto) in Latin America. Many 
Spanish companies that face CO2 emission charges are 
looking for these type of projects to reduce financial 
and legal risks. 
 

 

PORTUGAL 

 
 

Portugal’s first democratic right-wing President 

Anibal Cavaco Silva was elected as Portugal's new 
President after defeating five leftist candidates in the 
first round of an election held on January 22, capturing 
50.5% of the vote. The 66 year old, former Prime 
Minister, is the first sworn President from the right-of-
centre since democracy was established in the country 
in 1974. Together with the Socialist government of 
Prime Minister Jose Socrates, the new President is 
going to concentrate on reviving the country´s 
economy and boosting the competitive capacity of 
Portuguese firms. He has no power to legislate but can 
dissolve parliament, veto laws, influence government 
policy by identifying priorities or expressing opinions 
about proposed initiatives. He can also appoint the 
Prime Minister based on vote results and call general 
elections. 
 

Portugal´s spring and spa resorts on the rise 

As a result of new amendments to legislation in 2004, 
thermal spring and spa resort tourism is enjoying rising 
popularity. Around the country 13,000 new clients used 
existing spas and wellness centres based on water 
treatments. Turnover in the sector has been rising, 
from € 174 mln in 2002 to € 180 mln in 2004. The 
European committee of spas has chosen Portugal to 
host the next European Spa Congress between 16 and 
21 May 2006. The sector plans to expand marketing 
across Europe ahead of the congress. 

 

Nuclear power plant investment plan 

A group of Portuguese investors is interested in 
building a € 3 bln nuclear power plant in Portugal 
funded and operated by the private sector. They are 
considering the latest generation of nuclear plants, 
the European Pressurised Water Reactor. This plant 
offers 25% more generation power than that 
currently managed by Sines, the biggest in the 
country. The construction would take approx. 5 
years and the plant’s useful life would be 60 years. 
Among the investors are former secretary of state 
for Science and Innovation and president of Banco 
Espírito Santo, Pedro Sampaio Nunes. Yet this plan is 
doubtful, because the Portuguese government has 
no intention of permitting any nuclear energy project 
in the country before 2009. Also, according to the 
president of the Portuguese Renewable Energy 
Association, there is no nuclear energy expertise in 
Portugal, so all know-how and components would 
have to be imported. 
 

 

FRANCE 
 
 
 

Economic success & political upheaval  

A strange contradiction can currently be witnessed in 
France. On the one hand economic success for many 
sectors and on the other hand political problems for 
the French government trying to create more flexible 
labour laws.  
In March, the Paris bourse soared to its highest level 
since 2001. Latest financial results show record 
profits for the country's top 40 companies in 2005, 
up 50% on 2004. Last year, French companies were 
the world's third-biggest source of global cross-
border takeovers. From banking to telecoms, 
cosmetics to glassmaking, corporate France is in an 
expansionist mood and enjoying the full benefits of a 
global economy.  
In stark contrast these days is the image of France 
that television viewers have become used to; strikes 
and demonstrations against the hugely unpopular 
reforms promoted by Prime Minister Villepin. His 
proposal to create a contrat première embauche 
(CPE), a private-sector “first job contract” for the 
under 26s, has come under increasing pressure. The 
CPE was devised to try to combat mass 
unemployment in France, which touches 23% of 
young people, and one in two of those living on the 
rough housing projects in the banlieues or suburbs. 
The idea was to encourage employers to create jobs, 
particularly for ill-qualified youngsters living on such 
estates, by giving them a two-year trial period 
during which flexible redundancy rules apply, after 
which full job protection kicks in. The lack of prior 
explanation and willingness to negotiate the CPE are 
believed to be the main reasons for discontent by 
those involved. After the protests the law will most 
probably be accepted in a watered down version, so 
as to further complicate a more flexible labour 
market in France.  

TRANSFER Latin Business Consultancy   2 www.transfer-lbc.com 



Newsletter  Q2- 2006 
 

 

Oxford Automotive to be bought by Wagon 

The French car body-parts manufacturer Oxford 
Automotive is expected to be bought by Wagon in a 
deal worth £ 128 mln. The combined company would 
have pro-forma revenues in excess of € 1,2 bln from 
sales of engineered structures, mechanisms and 
glazing and shading systems. Oxford, which had a 
€ 530 mln (£ 360 mln) turnover in the last financial 
year, supplies components to French car producers 
Peugeot and Renault. It was originally a US company 
which collapsed last year. Following restructuring, 
Oxford's profitable European arm was preserved as a 
standalone business. The combined company will be 
one of the largest European manufacturers of 
engineered structures. Wagon´s shareholders are 
expected to vote on the transaction in early April and 
the deal is expected to be closed shortly afterwards. 
 

France open for foreign investment 

The French economy is more open to foreign 
investment than that of its neighbours. According to a 
report published by INSEE, the French statistics 
institute, between the period of 1994 and 2003, some 
9,000 French companies were taken over by foreign 
companies. The EU and the United States are the 
principle foreign investors in France, their subsidiary 
companies employ 90% of the 1,9 mln working 
employees in foreign groups. In ten years this number 
has almost doubled. In 2003, 1 of 7 French employees 
worked for a foreign company. In Germany, the UK 
and the Netherlands this number was 1 in 10 and for 
the US even 1 in 20. The foreign presence in France is 
mainly industrial: manufacturing including energy 
accounts for about half this number. 
 

Gamesa will install 32 MW wind firms in France 

Spanish Gamesa, one of the biggest manufacturers and 
suppliers of products and services in the aeronautics 
and renewable energy sector, will provide 22 wind 
turbines with a joint power of 32.5 MW to the Gallic 
society Eoliennes de Marne ET Moselle in France, a deal 
worth approx. € 25 mln.  
The signing of these two new contracts elevates the 
installed capacity to about 400 MW of wind power in 
France, just 3.1% of global capacity. Apart from wind 
energy, other initiatives towards solar power and 
biomass applications such as biodiesel, are important 
indicators of the huge potential of the French 
renewable energy market. The success of nuclear 
power in France has long 
proved to be a historical 
burden for the develop-
ment of alternative energy 
sources.  
 

 

 

LATIN-AMERICA 

 
 

Argentina: Continuous growth 

With a spectacular 9,2% Argentina’s economy grew 
in 2005 as a result of record exports and salary 
increases. Estimates show that this year growth will 
slow down to 6,5% owing to the increase in inflation 
which doubled from 6,1% in 2004 to 12,3% in 2005. 
Currently the Argentine government is slowing down 
inflation through wage freezes and spending plans. 
 

Argentina separates from IMF 

On 3 Jan 2006 Argentina paid off all outstanding 
debt owed to the IMF. The pay-off is part of a wider 
trend in Latin America. Brazil has repaid its IMF loan 
of US$ 15 bln recently. Furthermore, Bolivia has 
arranged to be relieved of outstanding obligations to 
the IMF in an agreement made during the G8 
summit. In total US$ 9.6 bln was returned to the IMF 
by Argentina. Consequently the IMF no longer has a 
say in the economic strategy of Argentina. 
Nevertheless Argentina’s foreign debt amounts to 
US$ 126 bln although the government is optimistic 
about a quick coverage of treasury this year. 
 

Messi the Argentine Messiah? 

In less than 100 days the FIFA World Cup kicks off in 
Germany. Argentines are confident that their football 
team stands a chance against the other teams even 
though they do recognize that these teams also have 
a chance to win the title. Especially Brasil, the 
country which has won five times before and 
obviously one of the favourites. During the youth 
World Cup for players under 20 Lionel Messi won the 
title of best player, a golden football, and an Adidas 
golden shoe. Currently, Messi is having a very 
successful season at his club FC Barcelona. 
According to the Argentine newspaper Clarin 62% of 
the Argentines believe Messi will lead Argentina to 
victory in the coming World Cup. 
 

Dutch Royalty visit Argentina 

Néstor Kirchner, President of Argentina, invited her 
Royal Highness Queen Beatrix, the Crown Prince, 
Willem-Alexander and his wife Máxima for a state 
visit to Argentina. The Royal family visited Argentina 
from 30 March until 1 April. The events were mainly 
focused in the capital city of Buenos Aires and also in 
Tres Arroyos, a province of Buenos Aires. Part of the 
programme consisted of state banquets, a visit to an 
exhibition of the Anne Frank foundation and a 
dialogue concerning biotechnology. It turned out that 
President Kirchner and the Chamber of Commerce 
were to present a similar gift. As Kirchner was the 
quickest handing over a sculpture of silver tulips, the 
Chamber of Commerce was left with the task to find 
another present for the Dutch Queen. 
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Brazil: Change of minister of Finance 

Mr Antonio Palocci, Minister of Finance in Brazil and 
most senior person of the Brazilian government 
resigned on Monday 27 March in response to the 
continual accusations of corruption in recent weeks. Mr 
Guido Mantega, former president of the Brazilian 
development bank BNDES succeeded Mr Palocci and 
has already made clear that the successful economic 
policy of Brazil will continue as this is the governments 
policy. At the current time no important replacements 
at the Ministry of Finance or Central Bank are 
expected. 
 

Mercosul 15 years 

On 26 March the Mercosul had been established for 15 
years. In the 15 years of integration, trade between 
the member countries of Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay 
and Uruguay has more than quadrupled, amounting to 
US$ 35.2 bln in 2005. In spite of the external shocks in 
1997 and 1998 and the economic debacle in Argentina 
in 2002 the development of the trade between the 
member countries can be called successful. Other 
marks of the success of the Mercosul are the free trade 
agreement with Chile and Bolivia, the full-growing of 
democracy, operation as a block with the World Trade 
Organization, the European Union, United Nations and 
the International Energy Agency. Currently the 
member countries of the Mercosul neither have a 
common foreign trade policy nor equal customs 
formalities. Several products that enter one country 
and are then transported to another Mercosul country 
are taxed twice when imported. For further sustainable 
development of the Mercosul a common trade policy, 
common tariffs and rules are essential. The member 
countries are confident that they will achieve this and 
that in coming years further integration will be a fact. 
At present Brazil is responsible for 75% of Mercosul’s 
GDP. As Brazil is such an attractive country to settle for 
companies that want to do business in the Mercosul it 
would be expected that the trend will continue. 
 

Brazil: Presidential Elections 

Up to this moment only the candidature of the ex-
governor of São Paulo Mr. Geraldo Alckmin (PSDB) for 
the presidential elections in October is confirmed. 
Other possible candidates are the president in office 
Lula (PT), the former governor of Rio de Janeiro 
Anthony Garotinho (PMDB) and senator Heloísa Helena 
(PSOL). In March Mr Alckmin was nominated candidate 
by his party instead of the mayor of São Paulo, Mr 
Serra (PSDB), who had announced his candidature for 
the elections of Governor in October 2006 on 31 
March. 
 

Brazil bites 

• Due to the relatively low dollar exchange rate the 
imports of machines and equipment increased 22% 
during the first three months of 2006. The Brazilian 
sales of nationally manufactured machines and 
equipment decreased by 10% in the same period. At 
present approximately 38% of the machines and 
equipment in use in Brazil are imported.  

• The Brazilian company CSN announced US$ 5.1 
bln in investments until 2011 in order to double its 
production capacity. 

• Petrobrás, the Brazilian oil company recently 
announced the installation of new petrochemical 
units in the state of Rio de Janeiro (Itaboraí and 
São Gonçalo), aimed at reducing the spending 
associated with Naphtha import. The total 
investment in the installations will amount to US$ 
6.5 bln. 

• Supermarket chain Pão de Açúcar will invest 
approximately R$ 1 bln in the expansion of the 
chain in 2006. This is far more then its 
competitors Carrefour and Wal-Mart announced. 

• The expansion of the sugar and cane industry 
directing investors to the east of São Paulo state 
(São José do Rio Preto and Araçatuba) was 
announced. In this region there will be 9 more 
refineries built in 2006 and 45 more refineries built 
during the next five years, indicating a total 
investment of approximately R$ 6.5 bln. 

• March 2006 was closed with an euro exchange 
rate of 2.65; for 2006 an exchange rate that 
oscillates between 2.60 and 2.85 is expected. 

• As inflation is expected to continue to be low, an 
increase of purchasing power of Brazilians is 
expected for 2006. The food & beverage, retail, 
medical, chemical, pharmaceutical, environmental, 
infrastructure and electronic appliance sectors 
have a very promising outlook this year. 

 

First Brazilian Astronaut 

On 29 March Mr Marcos Cesar Pontes became the 
first Brazilian astronaut. He took off from Baikonur in 
Kazakhstan on a space mission with the “Soyuz-FG”. 
On his trip Mr Pontes will conduct 8 Brazilian defined 
experiments. The Soyuz TMA-8 spaceship is 7 
meters in length and has 3 astronauts on board. 
Besides Mr Pontes from Brazil Mr Pavel Vinogradov 
from Russia and Mr Jeffrey Williams from the United 
States are on the mission. 
 

Brazil: Carnaval with Bono 

Carnaval was a big success this year with the 
tradition of major processions in Rio de Janeiro, São 
Paulo and Salvador. In Rio de Janeiro Vila Isabel won 
the championship with the “I am crazy for you, 

America” theme. In São Paulo 
the event was won by Império 
de Casa verde with a theme 
about the importance of the 
cow. Samba schools Gaviões 
da Fiel, Acadêmicos do 
Tatuapé, Leandro de Itaquera 
and Camisa Verde e Branco 
moved down to 2nd division. 
The Brazilian Minister of 
Culture, Gilberto Gil, a 
legendary singer in Brazil and 
Bono Vox, lead singer of the 

famous Irish band U2, sang together during carnaval 
in Salvador. Bono was so pleased with the carnaval 
he chose to sing several songs with the minister. 
Over a thousand people came to see Bono perform 
and gave him a warm and enthusiastic Brazilian 
welcome of passionate screaming and applause. 
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Chile: First female president 

Michelle Bachelet has been elected the new president 
of Chile. Bachelet’s political program emphasizes social 
politics, investments in health and education and 
diminishing the gap between rich and poor. 
Improvement of the position of women regarding 
childcare facilities and equal pay are also central 
issues. Chile’s economy is growing at a rate of 6% per 
year owing to the high prices of copper on the world 
market. Copper remains the main export product, 
accounting for 45% of all exports. President Bachelet 
will continue the free-market policies which were 
introduced during the rule of Pinochet. She will also 
continue the counter-cyclical economic rules of the 
former government which in future will lead to a 1% 
surplus of GDP. Over the next couple of years Chile will 
take the lead as fastest-growing economy of Latin 
America. 
 

Chile: Energy shortage 

Chile is coping with a shortage of energy which is 
compounded by the reduction of the gas reserves in 
Argentina. Argentina is gradually using more of its own 
gas supplies. Since 2005 Argentina has cut of gas 
export to Chile by 20%. Until now 25% of central 
Chile’s electricity and 60% in the northern region of 
Chile is being provided by Argentina. Chile’s 
dependency on foreign gas supplies causes the country 
to look for alternatives and more reliable suppliers. 
ENAP (National Petroleum Company) is planning to 
import gas from Peru and intends to supply liquefied 
natural gas (LNG). A re-gasification plant near 
Santiago where LNG will subsequently be turned into 
gas is planned. In order to realize this project a new 
pipeline needs to be build between Peru and Chile. 
Part of this second possibility to reduce Chile’s 
dependency on energy is the realization of a South 
American energy ring. This is soon to be realised in the 
south of the continent. 
 

Chile: Dubai World Cup 

On 25 March 2006 the Dubai World Cup for horseracing 
was held in Nad al Sheba. This year “Simpatico Bribon” 
and “Host”, two horses which were bred in Chile, 
participated in the races. Last year “Simpatico Bribon” 
was bought by a sultan, who transferred him directly to 
Dubai were the horse never lost a single race. In the 
Dubai World Cup however, another horse named  
“Electrocutionist” trained by Saeed Bin Suroor a former 
policeman who obtained his trainer license in 1994, 
won the race. The price of US$ 6 mln was taken home 
by the trainer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mexico 2006: 4th World Water Forum 

The 4th World Water Forum (WWF) which has been 
held in Mexico City resulted in the emphasizing of 
the importance of the accessibility of water for every 
human being. For the first time in the forums history 
the risks regarding flooding and flood prevention was 
discussed. Melanie Schultz van Haegen, the Dutch 
Secretary of State of Transport, Public Works and 
Water management , introduced the new topic. 
Considering the issues that relate to water 
management, Mexico is still in the process of 
improving the quality and the illegal draw off of 
water, the latter concerning 50% of total use of 
water. Taxes concerning the use of water are still 
unknown as are water meters. To solve these 
problems Mexico is in need of knowledge regarding 
water purification, mud management and the 
construction of bridges. The Mexican government 
has granted the National Commission of Water, 
which is responsible for water management in 
Mexico. A large sum of money has been allocated to 
create new sewage- and drinking water systems as 
well as improving existing systems. Water is 
becoming scarce in cities, owing to significant growth 
in the number of citizens and the concentration of 
economic activities. There will be an increase in 
demand for technology and equipment in the very 
near future. 
 

Mexico: Plans new transport system “Trenbus” 

The concept of “Trenbus” is based on the need to 
enlarge efficiency of transport for Mexico City 
citizens and citizens of the adjacent Toluca area. 
Trenbus can be compared to the present system of 
the Metrobus which was introduced in 2005. The 
current situation of transport by bus is highly 
inefficient, polluting and unsafe. The new project 
contains the realization of seventeen routes for 
buses with exclusive lanes. The routes will be divided 
into trunk routes (fewer stops) and feeder routes. 
The Mexican government is planning  a feasibility 
study. Estimates are that per route the cost will add 
up to approximately US$ 3,5 mln dollars. 
 

Mexico: Elections July 2006 

Mexican presidential elections will be held in July 
2006. The frontrunners are Roberto Madrazo of the 
PRI (Institutional Revolutionary Party), Felipe 
Calderon of the PAN (National Action Party) and 
Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador of the PRD (Party of 
the Democratic Revolution). The current president of 
Mexico Mr. Vicente Fox, former member of the PAN, 
was chosen in 2000 when he promised to transform 
the country after a rule of 71 years by the PRI. 
Nevertheless, because of the composition of 
Congress which consisted mostly of PRI members, 
many of Fox’s plans have failed to pass Congress. In 
2004 and 2005 Fox lost state and local elections to 
the PRI. Presidential elections will not be decided on 
policy proposals. Both parties’ central issues are 
stimulating growth and a firm method of approach of 
crime. Because of the lack of difference in campaigns 
the possibility of change is larger than ever before in 
history but still credibility is the most important issue 
during these elections. 
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Selected web links 

• www.latin-focus.com Economic forecasts for Latin 
America (English, Spanish). 

• www.edomexico.gob.mx Government site with 
information concerning Mexico (Spanish) 

• www.clarin.com Argentine Newspaper (Spanish) 
• www.zmag.org Independent monthly print 

periodical on political, cultural, social, and 
economic life in the U.S and other countries 
(English) 

 
Sources: (among others) The Economist, Business Monitor 
International, Business Week, EVD, Latin Trade, World Bank, 
InterAmerican Development Bank, Financial Times.  
 
Disclaimer: TRANSFER Latin Business Consultancy makes no 
warranties or representations, and accepts no liability of any 
kind for any loss or damages resulting from the use of our 
website or any materials contained on it.  
TRANSFER Latin Business Consultancy makes no warranties or 
representations that the materials on this website are error-
free, or that they are fit for any particular purpose or 
requirement. 

 

TRANSFER News 

 

8 April: Day of International Commerce 
The Dutch Chambers of Commerce will hold their 
yearly “Internationale handelsdag” on Saturday 8 April 
this year. TRANSFER Consultancy will be present with a 
stand on the information market in Amersfoort, 
Groningen and Rotterdam. In Groningen (held at Eelde 
Airport) we will also give a workshop about doing 
business with France and Spain. More information on 
www.kvk.nl or send an e-mail: irma@transfer-lbc.com. 
 

Gourmet trade fair Madrid 
During 8-11 May, a Holland Pavilion 
will promote the delicacies of 6 
Dutch exporters at the fair ´Salón 
Internacional del Club de 
Gourmets´ in Casa del Campo in 
Madrid. The event is one of 
Europe’s biggest in this section of 
food retail. More than 60.000 
professional visitors are expected: 
food@transfer-lbc.com.  
 

Medical technology trade mission Spain 
Dutch sector organisations FME-CWM, Fireva and Faron 
are organising a medical trade mission for Dutch 
suppliers interested in this fast growing sector in Spain 
& Portugal. Over 4 days participants will visit potential 
partners and health institutions in Alicante, Barcelona 
and Lisbon. More info: www.evd.nl/cpa/spanjeportugal. 
 

Power Expo Zaragoza 
TRANSFER España in cooperation with the Dutch 
Consulate in Barcelona will organise a Holland Pavilion 
at the most important energy fair taking place from 
20-22 September in Zaragoza. This year’s theme is 
Renewable Energies. A maximum of 5 Dutch 
companies can participate. Please e-mail us for 
information: energy@transfer-lbc.com.  

 

TRANSFER France official! 
With the inauguration of our office in rue des Deux 
Boules, close to Chatelet in the center of Paris, our 
activities in France got an official kick-off! In 2006, 
we will be organising 2 large trade missions to Paris, 
Lille, Lyon & Bordeaux: france@transfer-lbc.com.  
 

France trade mission KvK Noord-Nederland 
In October the Chambers of Commerce of the 
Northern provinces (Drenthe, Groningen, Friesland) 
will organise a trade mission to France. Although 
registration has officially closed, quick responses 
may still be accepted. For more information please 
email Mr. Schouwstra: eschouwstra@meppel.kvk.nl. 
 

MKB Nederland trade mission to France  
For Dutch companies with high added-value 
products, MKB Nederland, ABN Amro & EVD are 
organising a trade mission to France at the end of 
November this year. The trip involves visits to Paris 
and Bordeaux and offers an innovative product 
presentation to French counterparts. Registration will 
start in April, for details: missions@transfer-lbc.com. 
 

Environmental technology trade mission Brazil 
The Netherlands Council for Trade Promotion (NCH), 
Dutch sector organisation VLM and TRANSFER will 
organise a trade mission for the environmental 
technology sector in November 2006. A visit to the 
FIMAI trade fair in São Paulo forms part of the 
programme, as well as the country’s number one 
environmental city, Curitiba. More info: 
www.handelsbevordering.nl or cfortes@nchnl.nl. 
 

TRANSFER Latin Business Consultancy 

Since 1996 TRANSFER has been a leading company in 
offering assistance to European exporting companies 
looking to exploit market opportunities in the 
Spanish, Portuguese and French speaking countries 
of Europe & Latin America. We work from our offices 
in Rotterdam (headquarters), Barcelona, Paris and 
São Paulo. 
 
As a partner of, among others: the EVD (the Dutch 
Agency for International Business and Cooperation), 
Embassies, Chambers of Commerce, Trade and 
Sector organisations and of course exporting 
companies, we provide export support services, such 
as market research, partner selection, coordination 
of sales and/or distribution, and legal and accounting 
services in the strongly developing markets of Spain, 
Portugal, France, Argentina, Brazil, Chile and Mexico. 
 
Interested in finding out more about business 
opportunities for your organisation? Please contact: 
Irma van Dijk (irma@transfer-lbc.com) 
 
Headoffice: 
info@transfer-lbc.com  
www.transfer-lbc.com  
Tel.: +31. 010 - 478 07 60 
Fax: +31. 010 – 478 07 10 
Puntegaalstraat 271 
3024 EB Rotterdam – NL 
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